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IN THE UNITED STATES 

Business Activity as measured by the New York Times 
index for the four weeks ending May 18 dropped 4 per 
cent from the preceding four weeks, 15 per cent from the 
corresponding period in 1945 and for the first four months 
of the year were 14 per cent below the same period last 
year. Freight car loadings for the same four-week period 
dropped 2 per cent from the previous four weeks, 22 per 
cent from the same period last year and for the first four 
months of the year were 10 per cent below the same 
period last year. 

Bank Debits outside New York City dropped 3 per cent 
in April from March but were 7 per cent above April, 1945, 
and for the first four months of the year were 6 per cent 
above the same period last year. 


Income Payments dropped 1 per cent in April from 
March, 4 per cent from April, 1945, and for the first four 
months of the year were 4 per cent below the same period 
last year. Salaries and wage income was up fractionally 
in April from March but was 12 per cent below April, 
1945, and for the first four months of the year was down 
14 per cent from the same period 
last year. 


Nonagricultural income dropped 


fractionally in April from March, BUSINESS INDICATOR 


was 4 per cent under April, 1945, 

and for the first four months of BANK DEBITS 
the year was 4 per cent below the 
same period last year. 

Industrial Production, as meas- 
ured by the Federal Reserve Board |NSURANCE 
index, dropped 2 per cent in April 
from March, was 30 per cent be- 
low April, 1945, and for the first . POWER PRODUCTION 


four months of the year was 32 


per cent under the same period COAL PRODUCTIONem 
last year. 


Electric Power Production was TOTAL CONSTR. CONTRACTS 


down 2 per cent in April from 
March, 6 per cent from April, 
1945, and 9 per cent for the first 
four months of the year as com- 


pared with the same period last TOTAL RETAIL SALES 


year. 
Bituminous Coal Production DEPT STORE SALES 


dropped 94 per cent in April from (1) pete net aveiietie at time of publication 


March, 93 per cent from April, 
1945, and for the first four months Source: Pages 2a and 3a 
of the year was 17 per cent below the same period last year. 
Stee] Production was down 7 per cent in April from 
March, 19 per cent from April, 1945, and for the first four 
months of the year was 40 per cent below the same period 
last year. The steel industry operated at 78 per cent ca- 
pacity in April, a drop of 7 per cent in the operating rate 
from March, 16 per cent from April, 1945. 
(Continued on Page 2) 


The Trend of Business 


Ohio and United States Business, April, 1946 
Compared with April, 1945 


RES CONSTR. CONTRACTS 


IN OHIO 

Retail Trade in Ohio continued upward through April 
and was substantially above the 1945 level. Sales of inde- 
pendent retailers were up 6 per cent in April from March, 
and 29 per cent from April, 1945, and for the first four 
months of the year were 14 per cent above the same period 
last year. Department store sales were up 8 per cent in 
April from March, 51 per cent from April, 1945, and for 
the first four months of the year were 21 per cent above 
the same period last year. 


Dyers’ and Cleaners’ sales were down 2 per cent in April 
from March, but were 18 per cent above April, 1945, and 
for the first four months of the year were 11 per cent above 
the same period last year. 

Agricultural Income was up 7 per cent in April from 
March, and 7 per cent from April, 1945, but for the first 
four months of the year was slightly below the same period 
last year. 

Electric Power Production dropped 1 per cent in April 
from March, 18 per cent from April, 1945, and for the first 
four months of the year was 19 per cent below the same 
period last year. 

Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities 
% DECREASE = % INCREASE were up 2 per cent in April from 
40_20 0 20 40 March, 2 per cent from April, 

1945, and for the first four months 
of the year were 3 per cent above 
last year. 

Construction Activity as meas- 
ured by the value of contracts 
awarded dropped 12 per cent in 
April from March, but was sub- 
stantially above April, 1945. The 
gain for the first four months of 
the year from the same period 
last year was over 300 per cent. 


Placements by the United States 
Employment Service were up 22 
per cent in April from March, but 


1945, and for the first four months 
of the year were 64 per cent un- 
der the same period last year. 
Registrations for work with the 
U.S.E.S. dropped 4 per cent in 
April from March, but were sub- 
stantialy above April, 1945. Total 
benefit payments dropped 6 per 
cent and the average number receiving benefit payments 
was down 14 per cent in April from March but total bene- 
fit payments and the number receiving payments were 
substantially above April, 1945. 

New Passenger Automobiles registered in 41 Ohio coun- 
ties were up 47 per cent in April from March and new 
trucks registered were up 95 per cent. As compared with 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Business in the United States 


INDEX 
NUMBER EMPLOYED 340. «IN THE UNITED STATES 
ain (SEE TABLE POR BASE PERIOD) ATS (Continued from Page 1) 
/ \ Construction Activity as measured by the value of | == 
2 ' 1 280 contracts awarded was up 5 per cent in April from 
/ \ March, 86 per cent from April, 1945, and 115 per 
e T Hy 7 250 cent for the first four months of the year as com- 
se ‘ a pared with the same period last year. The April 
220 
MANUFACTURING / Qorv increase from March was due primarily to a 35 per 
sd PAY ROLLS _— cent increase in residential construction; nonresiden- 
tial and public works utilities were down 15 per eins 
j «cent and 11 per cent, respectively. For the first four 
NUMBER / months of the year as compared with the same period 
EMPLOYED year all types of construction showed substantial 
| Ly Li | increase. 
100 Retail Sales as measured by department store sales | «1 
COST OF Living _| eso Were up 9 per cent in April from March, 49 per cent 
PRODUCTION AND from April, 1945, and for the first four months of 
220 i 220 ~=« the year were 24 per cent above the same period last | 
\ year. 
190 | 190 Commodity Prices continued to move up slightly. ; 
Li Wholesale commodity prices and retail food prices | tsp 
160 INDUSTRIAL 1 160 were up 1 per cent respectively in April from March, 
20 PRODUCTION ~~ a Boose | ' 130 4 per cent respectively from April, 1945, and for the 
1 ] | ft first 4 months of the year were 3 per cent above the . 
100 Same period last year. Department store prices were , 
\ ? up only fractionally in April from March, from April, ‘ 
70 avi 70 1945, and for the first four months of the year as 
PAN CONTRACTS compared with the same period last year. 
40 40 
TRADE \ Cor 
storell 1 »Preliminary ; *Less than 0.5% ; More than 1,000% increase; 
t — 190 in number of failures; * in 
WHOLESA\ Fa. number of firms ing this month; “Date, not available; 
PRICES if H ‘Only percen available; ‘Adjusted for seasonal 
‘ 160 changes; *Bureau of Business Research estimate; *Adjusted for Dis 
130 1 130 Pesidential and nonresidential; "Weighted. 
J H t & Primary Sources: | 
100 Computed trom original data collected by the the Bureau of Busi- Pr 
Research from: *Local Power and Light Co’s.; *County 
Clerk of Courts Cleaners and Dyers. 
42 usiness Research from data col- 
BANKING AND FINANCE j 39 Computed ‘by ithe Bureau of Business from, special 
; 36 h Bureau; and from data of: Governors of the 
Federal Reserve Sys F. W. Soom. 
33 33 Other Data Sources: “New York Times; “Association 
rican ; & Brads Inc.; *American Iron 
& Steel Institute; i4Steel Magazine; “Federal Reserve Board; 
30 & so 8, Dept. of Agriculture; @ Financial Chron- 
; 3 S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; “Wards Reports; 
Federal Power Commission ; ™Bitumi Division, U. 8. 
27 27 Dept. of Interior; S. Corporation; =F. W. 
i Corporation; “Chain Store Age: SU. S. Dept. of Commerce; 
Fairchild Publications; Stan and Poor’s Corp.; ™Dept. of 
24 Rural Economics, O. 8S. U.; *National Industrial Conf 
H 24 L. Polk & Co.; ; 
Bureau of Unemployment tion. 
21 
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General Business 


Totals, or Average Indexes for % 

4 Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bus. 5/18/46 Comp. Norm. 123 128;— 
Fght. Car dings" 5/18/46 sma 2,704 2,754|— 2 | — 22 — 10 
Com. Failures! 5/18/46.... Number 79 3 7 0 

Calendar Months 

¢ Bank Dbts. (Excl. N.Y. C-)*, £ 1935-39) 233 240|— 38 + 7 + 6 
Total Inc. Payments™,4..... 234 235 |— 1 — 4 — 4 
Salaries and Wages Income”, a 236 235;+ * |—12 |—1M4 
Agr. Inc. (Cash from Mktgs. ” 8 b 199 b b b 
Life Ins. Sales’............. ” 252 230/+ 9 |+ 75 | + 56 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate"... .% Capacity 78 83|}— 7 — 16 — 37 
Securities Issued’7—New.. .Mil. Dol. 351 223 | + 57 | +179 | +121 
Securities Issued—Refunding ” ” 398 3384} +19 | — 387 | — 15 

Employment and Pay Rolls” 

*No. Employed—Mfg. ee 134 130} + 3 |—18 |— 21 
No. Empl’d—Trade—Retail.. ... 109 106|+ 3 + 13 + 8 
No. Empl’d—Trade—Whl’sale 106 107|;}— * | + 12 + 11 

Rolls—Manufact............ 249 233 | + 7 + 23 — 31 

Production 

eIndustrial Prod.%...........1935-39 161 164|— 2 — 30 — 32 
Elec. Power Prod.™..Mil.of K.W.H.| 17,481 17,788 | — 2 — 6 — 9 
Bitum. Coal Prod.™....Thous.Tons| 3,210 | 56,800 | — 94 | — 93 | — 17 
Steel Prod.4 Av. WeeklyTonsThous.| 1,370 1469|;— 7 |—19 |— 40 
Pig Iron Prod.*.......Thous.Tons| 3,614 4,384|— 18 | — 24 | — 39 
Mach. Tool Shipments*. ...Mil. Dol. 28 27;+ 3 — 30 — 27 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 

¢ Total (Index) 53 Mo.Mov.Av. 1923-25 172 148 | + 16 +118 +119 
Total* . Thous. of Dol. 734,911 | 697,593 | + 5 + 86 +115 
Residential ......... 370,590 | 275,241 | + 35 — 13 +672 
Nonresidential™ ...... ” *” | 236,182 | 278,725 | — 15 — 2 + 51 
Public Works & Util? ” 1 128,139 | 143,627 | — 11 +14 + 38 

Distribution 
Retail Sales (34 states)*........% e 6 + 45 + 21 
Dept. Store Sales...... ....1935-39 260 238|;+ 9 + 49 + 24 
Prices 

* Wholesale Commod. Prices”... .1926 110 1090/+ 4/+ 8 
eCost of Living (Quarterly)™...1923 b 107 b b b 
Retail Food Prices........1935-39 142 140;+ 1 + 4 + 38 
Dept. Store Prices*.......Jan. 1931 114 + * | + * 

Banking and Finance 
CHANGE FROM 
May 15 May 16 May 17 
ITEM 1946 1945 we | 
Unit Amt. |PerCt. 

Federal Reserve Banks $ Jo 

U.S. Gov. Securities ... -Mil. Dol. 22,660 20,668 18,808|+- 557|-+ 10 

Meraber Bank Borrowings ” 145 487 152;— 181|}— 70 

Member Banks—101 Cities's 

Total Loams 14,815 11,358 36;— 210; + 30 
Bus. & ion. Loans and 

Open Market Paper ” ” 7,461 5,797 5,990;|— 48} 29 
Brok. & “Other Secur.” 

4,201 3,016 1,779|— 212)+ 39 
Real Estate 1,214 1,044 1,072 | + 16 
1,874 1,396 1,340 | + 22\+ 34 

eTotal Investments .....” ” | 49,256 45,870 40,083 | — 1,234/;+ 7 
eU.S. Gov. Obligations 45,871 42,853 37,232 |— 1,179; + 7 
| 9,895 8,395 6,658; + 18 

| 

in Circulation.... ” ” 27,050 26,372 21,846 | + 2i+ 6 

20,245 20,351 1,354 | — 1 

Stock Prices 364 Ind. Index’35-39 | 158 120 99 |— 0.1 + 32 

154 134 99 | — 4.0 + 15 
* 128 101 88 0 + 27 

Bond Yid-Core (highsr.) % | 2.576 2.647 2.770; + 0.043;— 38 

* Indicates Series Charted (page 2). For S and Foot see 2. 
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CHANGE FRoM 
ITEM 
April April | April 4 
Uekt 1946 1946 1946 1946 

from | from 1946 
or Index Mar. | April | from 

Base Period 1946 1945 1945 

General Business 

%o % 

Bank ft cities) 1935-39 233 228|+ 2 + 2/+ 83 

Commercial Failures” ..... + 560 |— 63 | — 2% 
Liabilities? Thous. Dol. 34 144|— 76 | —78 |—2 

Life Ins. Sales’............. 245 237; + 8 + 8 | +7 
. Income*— 196 184 7 + T|—1 
Meat Animals . 254 232 9 > ll |— 2 
Dairy Products . 2 186 8 3 1 
Grains .... 141 149|— 5 | + 47 t 26 
Poultry and Eges 151 157|— 4 {|—16 |—8 

Electric Power Produc.®,'. .. 1935-39) 167 1649;— 1 
Bit. Coal Production”. ..Thous. tons b 3,308 b 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)”*’* 

e Total noon 292 333 | — 12 +215 | +810 
Residential . 367 368 | — | +429 628 
Nonresidential ......... bc, ae 377 480 | — 21 +163 303 
Public Wat & Utilities...... ” 91 109; — 16 | + 5 54 

Distribution 
Retail Sales—Independent 
Stores* (869)%......... (See p. 3) e e + 6 + 29 |+4 

Dept. Store Sales* (37)*.....1935-39) 268 8 + 51 | +21 
Dyers’ & Cleaners’ Sales* 1939 279 285 |— 2 +18 | +11 
Passgr. Car Reg. New? (41 cos.) No. 5,404 3,679 tf 47 + 7 b 
Truck Reg. New? (41 cos.)...... ,821 9 95 +365 b 

Car Reg.? (33 cos.)....... ” | 29,289 41,702 | — 30 + 76 v 
Living Costs (6 cit.) Qr. Feb. 1939 bs 
Placements, Unemployment and Unemployment Compensation™ 
Placements by U.S.E.S.....Number| 26,600 | 21,809 | + 22 | — 52 | — 
Reg. for Work with U.S. ES. = 222,715 | 231,571 | — 4 yi+ 7? 
Total Benefit Payments..Thous. Dol. 6,964|— 6 7 
Av. Revg. Benefits—Wkiy. Number| 77,606 | 90,354 | — 14 y i 
Wkly. Benefits Per Recipient...Dol.| 19.05 19.19| — 1 26 | + 2 
Unemployment Comp. Fund. Mil. Dol. 467 468 |— = 4 » 
Employment, Pay Rolls and Earnings” 
1946 1946 | mon 
Mar. Feb. 
ITEM Unit from | from | 1946 
or Index 1946 1946 Feb. Mar. | from 
Base Period 1946 1945 1945 
Number Employed: % % % 

e Totalv (7008) 1935-39) 123 112 | + 10 — 14 

e Manufacturing’ (2,343)*.. ” 116 100| + 15 | — 26 | — 2 

e Trade& Pub. Util.” (4, 502) 8 + 114 112 2 10 t 10 

Constructions (b)* ....... = 98 94 5 17 21 
Pay Rolls—Mfg.¥ (2,343)*.. i 207 174 19 — 39 |—4# 
Man-Hours—Mfg.¥ (2,316)" ” 132 115 15 |—37 
Wage Earner Mfg.” (2,316)* 

Av. Weekly Earnings..... ... 45.33 43.97} + 3 |—17 |—18 

Av. Hours Worked...... Number 9.4 39.4 

Av. Hourly Earnings........Dol. 1.15 112/+ 83 2\|—4 

Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)” 
CHANGE FROM 
May 15 | May16 | May 17 
ITEM 1946 | 1945 | 1944 | ,bast | Yan 
Unit mt. |PerCt. 

Goveat Federal Reserve Bank $ % 
U.S. Gov. Securities ..Thous.Dol. | 2,075,819 | 1,837,586 | 1,188,208 | + 5,813} + 18 

Member Bank Borrowings ” ” 40,215 | 24,980 880 | + 2,295 | + 61 

Member ct 

Total Loans ........... 1,118 828 798|— 14|+ 3 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and 

Open ket Paper ” ” 459 375 2 
Brok. & “Other Secur.” 

Real Estate Loans....” ” 172 154 164 t 6}+ 2 

e Total Investments .....” ” 4,040 3,839 3,389;— 5 

eU.S. Gov. Obligations 8,747 3,594 3,100; — 69/+ 4 

Demand Deposits ......” ” 2,990 3,197 2,883 t 45|— 6 

Time Deposits ..... 1,311 x 929 


© Indicates Series Charted (page 3). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
Weighted. 
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Business in Ohio 
NUMBER EMPLOYED 
IN OHIO TTY 
April, 1945, both new cars and new truck registra- \ oo 
tions were up substantially. Used car registrations 5 / , 250 
in 38 counties dropped 30 per cent in April from 7 \ 
March but were 76 per cent above April, 1945. 220 v 220 

Life Insurance sales were up 3 per cent in April _ At = 
from March, 85 per cent from April, 1945, and for aad, mnuaveRs | 3 
the first four months of the year were 70 per cent ¢0| NUMBER i 160 
above the same period last year. EMPLOYED ROLLS 

Manufacturing Employment and Pay Rolls were 130 eeoaie 130 
up 15 per cent and 19 per cent, respectively, in March "a BBS on 
from February but declined 26 per cent and 39 per 
cent, respectively, from March, 1945. For the first —— 
three months of 1946, manufacturing employment 
was down 29 per cent and pay rolls 42 per cent. a " — fr. 310 

Man-hours worked in manufacturing industries in- PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION) i) 
creased 15 per cent in March from February, but 269 —3— ' 280 
decreased 37 per cent from March, 1945, and for the 1 
first three months of the year were 39 per cent be- °° \ 250 
low the same period last year. ese mt . ae 

Average weekly earnings in manufacturing indus- hi; ! | 
tries were up 3 per cent in March from February, but 99 190 
were down 17 per cent from March 1945, and ‘ \ 
declined 18 per cent for the first three months of the 160 i! ! —{—— 160 
year as compared with the same period last year. H t H K ; 

Average hours worked in manufacturing remained ‘'3° 4 1} rh 130 
unchanged in March from February but declined if 
15 per cent from March, 1945, and 14 per cent for . PRooUcTION —f¥ H 1 ons 
the first three months of the year as compared with 70 uA ! pilitliilitl x 
the same period of 1945. | 

40 a TTTTTT TT TTT 310 
280 
RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO‘ TRADE ; | 
250 250 
220 220 
Sales Last Yeas DEPT. 
KIND OF BUSINESS | Stores 1905 \ 190 
1946 | 1845 | 1945 
MILLION DOLLARS 
Num 130 
% % 

Groceries (no meats)... | 16| 1298/4 22 ‘°° 

Groceries (with meats) . . 104 1 22 16 

Meat markets............ 5 20;|— 5 24 ll 70 3000 
APPAREL 99| 3,353 + 56 9 in 

Men’s clothing........... 43| 986 : 18|+ 86|+ 16 

clothing.......... 19| 2 BANKING AND FINANCE 700 

Women’s clothing........ 17\ 1,685|— 7|+ 43 9 

20| "3655 8|+159/+ 12 MILLION DOLLARS H 

AUTOMOTIVE 56| 1,698 29 2409 

r vehieles........... 58| 1,681| + 88|+116| + 29 
FURNITURE 78| 1,681| + 14] + 51|+ 48 
56| 1,509; + 14| + 47|+ 47 
Household appl. & radios 17 122 21 124 89 
161} 2,611 41|+ 42 
Lumber & Bldg. material 44| 1,239 9|+ 46/+ 44 
116| 1,362 8|+ 37|+ 40 
EATING AND DRINKING 74| 1,124 8 9 : 3 
RN 66| 1,084 3 8 3 
Country general......... 4/+ 14 
t stores....... 87 | 26,557 8|+ 52/+ 18 
107 618 1 22 16 
5 77| + 88|-+ 98 2 

All li 

Welahted (Based on 1989 Consus) 29 14 

_ Adjusted for number of working days. . 6 24 14 


For Footnotes and Sources, see Page 2. 
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1937 1939 1941 1943 
TOTAL MANUFACTURING 


1945 


1946 


EMPLOYE! 
250 


METAL PRODUCTS EMPLOYED 


Number Employed, Pay Rolls, 


150 


| 
100 


1937 1939 1941 1943 


Employment in manufacturing industries in Ohio was 
15 per cent in March from February but was down 26 F 
cent from March, 1945, and for the first quarter of the 


qu 
was 29 per cent below the first quarter of last year. i 

ployment in trade and public utilities was up 2 per cent jggroups 
March from February, 10 per cent from March, 1945, in 


for the first quarter of the year was 10 per cent above thgAs cot 
same quarter last year. Nine of the ten major man 
turing industry groups reported employment increases jg Man 
March from February ranging from 2 per cent to 68 
cent. There was a drop of 3 per cent from February in thabelow 
food industry group. As compared with March, 1945, 
of the ten major manufacturing groups reported i hours 
and four decreases. 
Pay Rolls in manufacturing industries were up 19 petand fi 
cent in March from February but were 39 per cent the si 
March, 1945, and for the first quarter of the year turin; 
42 per cent below the same period last year. Pay rolls isjman- 


= =t 
1985-89=100 Guanes 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP _ 
Mar. | Mar 3 
1946 | 1946 | month 
Feb. | from | from 1946 Fel 
1946 | 1946 | Feb. from B | 194 
1946 | 1945 | 1945 
% % 
128} 112| + 10|— 14] 1 
All Manofacturing’ (2343) 100| + 15 | — 26] —2% 1 
Chemicals (169) ............. 149| 142); + — Sp} 2 
Food Products (280).......... 1 108}— 81+ 4 1 
(176) . 94 — 8|+ 1 
Lumber Products (118).. 129| 120 t 7|/—16| —% 2 
Furniture (52) ....... 118} 111 6|— 25] —2 2 
Miscellaneous (66) ......... 101 + 8|— 56|— 1 
Machinery (488) ............ 181] 165 | + 10| — 29| —2% 
Electrical Mach., Apparatus 
and Supplies (98) 188| 175|+ 8] — 38} —% 
Machine Tools (47)......... 181|— 6|—26| 3 
Material Handling and 
Machinery (14). 112 t 1|/—14| — 
. Mach. and 274) 113 99 15 | — 24) —2 
Metal” Products (546)......... 118 70| + 69} — — 2% 
Foundry Products and 
Drop Forgings (25)...... 138 186} + 2|— —2% 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves, and 
Plumbers’ Supplies (16)... 109} 105| + 3| + 30) +% 
Screw Machine Products 
and Hardware (48)......... 1385 119 14}/— 7| 
Sheet Metal Work (94) 103 82 27|— 23| —% 
Steel Works 
Rolling Mille” sin 122 +280} + *| 
Stoves and Furnaces ( 91 91|;— «*|—27| —2 
Miscellaneous (277) ........ 141 130 9|— 33| —% 
Paper and Printing (266).. 124 122 2 ¥ 17| +1 
Paper, inc. Stationery (2a). 117 116 1 18| +11 
Print. and Publish, (145 124] 122 1| + 18] 
129 2 19| + 16 
164|+ 2 9| + oF 
159} 166|+ 2 t 10} + 1 
145|/+ 8 4) +2 
117| 118 4| + 21) + 
102 | 101 t 1 34 | + 38 
1145} 4 19| +12 
and Semi-Vitreous 
China and Pottery (82)... 128|/+ 1 16 | + 18! 
Miscellaneous (67) ........+ 86 76 t 18 25| + 16% 
00000000 85 3 6) + 
Men’s Clothing (52)........ + 2 
Miscel 81 7) + 5 
93 + 21) — — 
Autos bm 4 Parts (58)...... 79 61} + 30| — 48) — 88 
Cars, Electric and 
Street Railway (5)....... 104|+ —27 
Miscellaneous (82) ......... 254) 248|/+ 5] — 88| — 
Miscellaneous Manufac. (115). 11} *|— 9] — 
Tot. Trade & Pub. Util.” (4502) 114] 112}+ 2 t + ¥ 
108 108} + 1 10} + 
Trade (Ret. & Whisl.) ( 3839) 112} 109/+ 7] + 
Transp. & Pub. Util. (828).. 118] 116 t 19 Th 
Constructions 98 94 +17) +, 
Mines and Quarries (160). e e + 4 o 
© Weighted. 
Indexes of Number employed and of pay rolls are based on the 5 
of man hours, on the employment of P5o7 ,299 persons in 5,960 estat 
ployment and pay rolls. In most cases fewer establishments report 
For sources and footnotes, see page 47 
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1i0 was and public utilities were up 3 per cent in March 
wn 26 February, 16 per cent from March, 1945, and for the 
f the quarter of the year were 14 per cent above the same 
year, last year. All of the major manufacturing industry 
er cent iggroups except the food group reported pay roll increases 
1945, ing from 3 to 80 per cent in March from February. 
above thgAs compared with March, 1945, six of the 10 groups re- 
mani decreases ranging from 3 per cent to 72 per cent. 
creases jf Man-Hours worked in manufacturing industries were up 
to 68 peli5 per cent in March from February but were 37 per cent 
ary in thabelow March of last year and for the first quarter of the 


, 1945, sihyear were 39 per cent below the first quarter of 1945. Man- 
Li hours worked in trade and public utilities were up 1 per 
cent in March from February, 8 per cent from March, 1945, 


up 19 petand for the first quarter of the year were 8 per cent above 
cent the same period last year. All of the ten major manufac- 
year turing groups except food production reported increases in 
ay rolls injman-hours worked in March from February. 
Pay Rouis* Man-Hovurs*® 
. 
ar. 3 Mar. | Mar. 3 Mar. | Mar. 3 
46 | month 1946 | 1946 | months 1946 | 1946 
om 1646 Feb. | from | from 1946 Mar. | Feb. | from | from 1946 
ar. from 1946 | Feb. | Mar. from 1946 | 1946 | Feb. | Mar. from 
45 | 1945 1946 | 1945 | 1945 1946 | 1945 | 1945 
%o % % % 
26 | — 29 114 |.+ 19 | — 89 | — 42 182 | 115 15 | — 37] — 39 
x} — 43 — 7 169 | 158 7|— 9| —12 
s| +4 4] + 6 108} 106)— — 1 
x} +1 2] + 8 100| 2}/— 8] — 2 
16 | —2 + 9|—25| — 31 146 | 188 t 6|—22| — 27 
25 | — 2 239| + 10| — 30] — 36 187 | 181 5|— 31| — 34 
5| —10 141}+ 8|—16| — 22 103 96 t s|—11| — 18 
29| — 2% $05 | + 12|— 48] — 44 199| 181 10|— 41] — 41 
38) —% + 8] — 56] — 54 206| + 7|/—49| — 46 
26) —2 — =|— — 32 188| 186|— 1|— 36| — 38 
14| — 6 iss|— 5|— 22] — 106| 109|— 2}—19| — 7 
24) —2 191 | + 17 | — 37 | — 42 118 99 15 | — 39 | — 42 
19| — 29 118| + 80| — 30| — 38 129 17 to — 33} — 39 
25] — 2% 224) + 44] — 48 144] 4+ 41] — 40 
80) + 2% 186} + 6| + + 26 118| 116) + 2|+ 24) +19 
216 t 71|—27| — 25 145| + 7|— — 28 
23| —2% 153 84] — 32] — 86 117 92 | + 27| — 35 | — 36 
x} 45 | +365 |— 16| — 38 124 29 | +327 | — 22| — 40 
27) —2% 162) + 1)— 38) — 37 98 99|— 1|— 84| — 81 
33 | — 38 2281+ 9|— 40| — 40 160} 149 7|—42| — 40 
17| +15 191 t +21] + 18 133 | 180 +11 
18| +11 234 1] + 22| + 18 142) 142)— *| +15] +11 
18] + 15 + 22] + 19 129| 127 21+ 18] +11 
19| + 16 223} + 5| + 20| + 16 148 | 187 + 9 
+ 6 231}+ — 25 1% 191/+ 2}/— 3} — 8 
— 28 206} 208/+ 2/— — 9 
4 2 245 s|— z|— 38 149] 146)+ 2/+ 1) — 1 
21| +16 179 + 19] + 11 105) + 6 12 6 
34] + 38 161 3 37 34 107 | 105 2 82 
19| +12 196 q 5 108 | 102 6 t 2 
16| +18 164) + 38 14 14 98 96 2 7 8 
25| +16 121} + 21 q 91 14 tis 2 
6| + 3 1744) + 6| + 2 101 — & 
3|— * mit 105| 100)}+ 5|— 4] — 7 
7) + 184 5{+ 7] + 2 97 1| — 8 
65 | — 68 160 | + 25 | — 72 | — 75 105 87 | + 21| — 72| — 75 
48) — 52 121} + 29| — 55 | — 62 88 69 | + 27| — 53| — 60 
32) 59} + 70|— 45 | — 48 1 68 56 | — 44] — 40 
83) — 8 496} + 18| — 86| — 86 258 — 86| — 86 
9 192 — 18 165| 165|/+ *|—16| — 15 
10} + 10 169 + 16| + 14 115} 8] + 8 
10| + 10 146 + 16 118| + + 14 
b e + 5 b b + & b 
. the plons 740,195 persons in 7,005 establishments other than construction. Indexes 
+ . Figures in parentheses show number of establishments reporting 
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1937 1939 1941 1943 1945 


1946 AKRON 
AKRO (1935- 1939=100) INDEX April sales of 21 independent retailers increased | == 
220 | TIT7TT7TT] 429 ~—s«8 per cent from March, 37 per cent from April, 1945, 
380 and 10 per cent for the first 4 months of the year as 
! A 380 compared with the same period last year. Bank 
340 ACA — 340. ©._-: debits declined 6 per cent in April from March, 9 
’ per cent from April, 1945, and dropped 8 per cent 
300 a a rs 300 for the year to date as compared with the first 4 
Al months of 1945. Industrial power consumption was | —— 
need fiw ’ 260 up 22 per cent in April from March but declined 10 
per cent from April, 1945. The total value of build. 
a ing permits issued in April declined 40 per cent Rel 
180 ~March. Au 
act inoustries BANK DEBIT Employment in manufacturing industries increased | Co 
120 1 Yiuuliilit 3 per cent in March from February but declined 33 | ‘3s 
per cent from March, 1945. 
100 Vs 
60 Retail sales of 26 independent stores were up 17 | — 
CANTON Reco 380 §=per cent in April from March, 37 per cent from Car 
April, 1945, and 8 per cent for the year to date as 
compared with the same 4 months of 1945. Bank 
300 300 debits increased 3 per cent in April from March but * 
} \ declined 9 per cent from April, 1945, and for the | 
260 H rs ~ eso _— first four months of the year were down 10 per cent 
4 / ve as compared with the same period last year. The 
220 | ¥ 5 220 ~=— total value of building permits issued in April de i 
BANK DEBITS clined 7 per cent from March. I 
4 |* 180 March employment in manufacturing industries 
_ sal increased 104 per cent from February but was 18 per 
below March, 1945. Manufacturing pay rolls 
we a i advanced 88 per cent in March from February but 
420. Were down 48 per cent from March, 1945. 


seo CINCINNATI 


CINCINNATI April sales of 51 independent retailers were up 


: 340 340 7 per cent from March, 57 per cent from April, 1945, . 
wer and 26 per cent for the first 4 months of the year 
see 7 300 as compared with the same period last year. Bank 
260 260 «debits declined 1 per cent in April from March but 
if i A were up 2 per cent from April, 1946, and 4 per cent 
220 = eit e2eo for the year to date as compared with the same 
period last year. Retail food prices increased 1 per 
180 shy “ 180 cent in April from March. The steel industry oper- 
ALL INDUSTRIES A Fis nen ating rate in April was 79 per cent of capacity 
140 | PAY ROLLS 140 which was an increase of 2 per cent from March but 
“st we rome a decrease of 13 per cent from April, 1945. The 
Sti a —e total value of building permits issued in April de- 
60 pr’ weal clined 31 per cent from March. 
380 Manufacturing employment declined 1 per cent in 
CLEVELAND \ March from February. Pay rolls in manufacturing 
340 T T 7 340 = industries increased 3 per cent in March from Feb- 
ruary. 
eee MANUFACTURING. ry. 
; Sales of 80 independent retailers increased 8 per 
eno "te Bis vv! ¥ 7 = cent in April from March, 55 per cent from April, 
wo AA 1945, and 19 per cent for the year to date as com- 
180 with the same 4 months last year. April bank 
ALL INDUSTRIES if debits advanced 4 per cent from March but declined 
140 | PAY ROLLS wer. ——}— BANK DEBI 140 ~=«.2 per cent from April, 1945. Retail food prices rose 
YR, | A 1 per cent in April from March and were 8 per cent 
100 V-v 100 = above April, 1945. The steel industry operating rate 
ilititi go in April was 96 per cent of capacity which was an 


increase of 3 per cent from March. Building permits 
1943 1945 1946 in April declined 50 per cent from March. 


on 
1937 1939 1941 


lustries 
3 18 per 
Ly rolls 
ary but 


up 
il, 1945, 


1946 
Unit from from 
or Index March April 
Base Period 1946 9. 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Akron %o 
Atte Registrations * New Oars. Number t 3 18 
ae hy 120 68 | + 76 +208 Tiss 
Cost of Livi Jan. ‘1000 b 131 
Debits In 315 337 |— 6 9 — 8 
Failures’ .........Number 0 0 0 0 0 
Liabilities’ . . Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 
Consumption’ *. ..1935-39 338 277 | + 22 — 25 
Val. va Bids. Permits® *—' t— Total® > 791 | 1,326 | — 40 +213 t 26 
Residen' 1,253 | 1,357 |— 8 +400 18 
Nonresidential ........-.++5. ” 927 | 1,061 | — 13 —3! — 2 
Canton 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (26) *% e e + 17 + 37 + 8 
Auto Registrations :? New Cars Number 306 227 | + 35 + 7 + 7 
New Trucks 99 44 | +125 — 92 +310 
«Bank Debits 228 221\|+ 3 — 9 — 10 
Commercial Failures’ .........Number 0 0 0 0 0 
Liabilities” .....Thous. 0 0 0 0 0 
Val. Bldg. Permits *—Total® ...1935-39 590 634 |— 7 +440 +6581 
Residential ..... Secccteces. = 963 301 | +220 +868 + 7 
Nonresidential ..........0+.5 ™ 306 | 1,134 | — 83 + 7 +929 
Cincinnati 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (51) *% e e + 7 + 57 + 26 
Auto Registrations :* New = Number 855 468 t 83 + ¥ + 7 
New Trucks 334 145 130 +735 +295 
Cost of Living ( regi) Jan. 1939 b 126 b b b 
Retail Food Price Index” 138 1387 |}+ 1 + 2 + 2 
*Bank Debits Index®t..... 203 206 |;— 1 + 2 + 4 
ial Failures’ ... 0 0 0 — 1 + 1 
“7 Liabilities’ ..... 0 0 0 —100 +200 
Val. Bldg. Permits* *—Total® . . . 1935-89 116 169 | — 31 +648 +622 
eee roe 94 68 | + 38 + 7 + 7 
Nonresidential ..... 47 1938 | — 76 + 7 + 7 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate? 5 Wis Av. %Cep. 79 i7|+ 2 — 13 — 21 
Cleveland 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (80) * e e 8 55 t 19 
4 ae a Number | 1,676 | 1,057 59 y y 
-Jan. 
Retail F 1985-39 145 143 1 3 + 2 
* Bank Debits 237 227 4 2 — 2 
Commercial Failures” .........Number 1 1 0 3 |— 4 
- Liabilities” .....Thous. 25 142 | — 82 + 68 
Val. Bldg. Permits* *—Total® ...1985-89 $21 648 | — 50 +401 
304 | 228 | + 36 
Nonresidential .............. " 596 | 1,994 | — 70 +990 
Steel Ind. Oper. Wha. Av. % Cap. 96 9s i+ 38 — 27 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
1946 
ITEM Feb. 
1946 | from 
Base 1946 
jo. Emp., All Manufac. (86)*.. 1935-39 113 110 : 3 
Construction® (b)*... 91 64 41 
+ Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (86)*.. 154 149 3 
Construction£ (b)*... 202 186 | + 48 
Canton 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (72)*.. 1985-89 | 148 73 | +104 
* Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (72)*.. - 178 95 88 
Cincinnati 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (398)*. 1935-39 | 124|— 1 
Construction£ (b)*.. = 71 62); + 14 
Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (398) 213 3 
Construction* (b)*... = 114 92 25 
Yo. Emp,, All Manufac. (579)*. 1985-89 | 122) 112|/+ 9 
Construction (b)*. 130 155 | — 16 
Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (579)*. 222) 201| + 10 
Constructions (b)*... 146 156| — 7 


Apr. | Mar. YEAR 
Indicates Series Charted 7 


Page 7a 
CHANGE 
MoNnTH Last Year 
Apr. | Mar. ———. 
ITEM 1946 | 1946 | April April 4 
946 1946 
Unit from from 1946 
or Index March | April | from 
Base Period 1946 1945 1945 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Columbus % % % 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (52) *% e e + 6 61 + 22 
Auto Registrations : 3 Cars Number = + 7 
we! 9 5 1 1 
Retail Food Price 1935-39 b v b 
* Bank Debits Index®t... 233 221; + 6 + 7 + 16 
Commercial Failures” . "Number 1 1 0 + 1 + 1 
Liabilities 7 2| +250 + +200 
Val. Bidg. Permits* t—Total® «+ -1935-39 305 367 | — 17 +276 +164 
Residential 350| + 11 | +808 | +48 
Nomresidential ™ 235 870 | — 37 +450 Tie 
Dayton 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (27) *% e e — 4 t 84 | + 16 
Auto Registrations : Fd — Cars Number 239 189 | +144 y +7 
icks 83 37 | +124 +207 +286 
Cost of (Quarterly). -Jan. 1939 b 127 b b b 
Bank Debits Index*®*...... -1985-39 278 274; + 1 + 14 +8 
Commercial Number 0 0 0 0 0 
ae Liabilities’ ..... _Thous. D 0 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption?! . . . 1935-89 202 194 4 — 6 
Val. Bldg. Permits®*—Total® ... ” 220 | 1,209 82 + 89 +298 
Residential ............-. secee 254 444| — 48 + 36 +4651 
Nonresidential ............. Shoes 53 | 1,146 | — 95 + 10 +179 
Toledo 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (57) *% e e + 7 + 45 + 16 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars Number 485 365 | + 19 + +7 
ew Trucks ” 119 63 | + 89 +417 +109 
Cost of Living (Quarterly) ®. 1989 b 133 b b 
* Bank Debits Index®t........... 35-39 229 231;— 1 + 18 + 7 
ercial Noon 0 0 0 — 1 1 
in Liabilities ..... Thous. 0 0 0 —100 —100 
Indust. Power Consumption! . .. 1935-39 204 197; + 4 — 22 — 23 
Val. Bidg. a “<a 206 627 | — 61 + 7 +7 
Residential ...... ceccecccce 368 177 | +108 + 7% +754 
Nonresidential ...........+ 76 464 | — 84 + + 
Youngstown 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (22) *% e e t 10 + 58 + 8 
Auto Registrations : :2 New Cars Number 256 177 45 + 7 +7 
New Trucks 69 45 | + 53 +229 +266 
Cost of Living (Quarterly) ®. 1939 b 181 v b 
Bank Debits Index® 209 204; + 3 + 65 + 6 
Commercial 0 0 0 0 +1 
wi Liabilities*? Thous. Dol. 0. 0 0 0 +r 7 
Indust. Power Consumption! ..1985-39 157 148; + 7 — 2 |—42 
Val. Bldg. Permits*- $71 671 | — 35 +707 +260 
Residential ...... ‘ 241 234; + 38 y + 7 
Nonresidential - 48 981 | — 95 — 59 |+4 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 67 84 | — 20 — 27 — 39 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
Mar. Mar. 3 
ITEM Mar.| Feb. | 1946 | 1946 | 
Index _| 1946 | 1946) | Mar. 
Base Period 1946 1945 1946 
Columbus %o % % 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (117)*. 1935-39 94 s6|}/+10 |—49 |— 4 
e Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (117)*. _ 211 189 | + 12 — 54 — 51 
Dayton 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (183)*. 1985-89 | 188) 107 | + 2|— 8 |—2 
Constructions (b)*.. b 69 b b 
* Pay Rolls, All Manufac. 316} 216|/+ 46 |—18 |— 
” Constructions (b)*... 140 
Toledo 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (184)*. 1935-39 97 %e}/+ 1 |—30 |— 8! 
e Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (134)*. ~ 153 146\;+ 4 — 41 — 46 
Youngstown 
No. Emp., All Manufac. (75)*.. 1985-89 | 119 36 | +232 | + 1 |—2 
Construction£ (b)*... b 44 » 
. Pay Rolls, All Manufac. (75)*.. “a, 178 42 | +322 — 24 a “ 


Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 

Retail sales of 52 independent stores increased 6 
per cent in April from March, 51 per cent from 
April, 1945, and 22 per cent for the first 4 months 
of the year as compared with the same period last 
year. April bank debits were up 6 per cent from 
March, 7 per cent from April, 1945, and 16 per cent 
for the year to date as compared with the same 4 
months of 1945. The total value of building permits 
issued in April declined 17 per cent from March. 

March employment in manufacturing industries 
rose 10 per cent from February but declined 49 per 
cent from March, 1945, and declined 46 per cent for 
the first quarter of 1946 as compared with the same 
three months last year. Manufacturing pay rolls in- 
creased 12 per cent in March from February but 
decreased 54 per'cent from March, 1945. 


DAYTON 

April sales of 27 independent retailers declined 
4 per cent in April from March, but increased 34 
per cent from April, 1945, and rose 16 per cent for 
the year to date as compared with the same period 
last year. Bank debits increased 1 per cent in April 
from March, 14 per cent from April, 1945, and 13 
per cent for the first 4 months of the year as com- 
pared with the same period of 1945. Industrial 
power consumption rose 4 per cent in April from 
March but declined 6 per cent from April, 1945. The 
total value of. building permits declined 82 per cent 
in April from March. 

Employment in manufacturing industries increased 
29 per cent in March from February but declined 
8 per cent from March, 1945. 


TOLEDO 

Sales of 57 independent retailers advanced 7 per 
cent in April from March, 45 per cent from April, 
1945, and 16 per cent for the year to date as com- 
pared with the same 4 months of 1945. April bank 
debits declined 1 per cent from March but increased 
13 per cent from April, 1945, and rose 7 per cent for 
the first 4 months of the year as compared with the 
same period last year. Industrial power consumption 
rose 4 per cent in April from March but decreased 
22 per cent from April, 1945. The total value of 
building permits issued in April declined 61 per cent 
from March. 

March employment in manufacturing industries 
increased 1 per cent from February but declined 30 
per cent from March, 1945. Manufacturing pay rolls 
Tose 4 per cent in March from February. 


YOUNGSTOWN 

April sales of 22 independent retailers advanced 
10 per cent from March, 53 per cent from April, 
1945, and 8 per cent for the first 4 months of the 
year as compared with the same period last year. 
Bank debits increased 3 per cent in April from 
March, 5 per cent from April, 1945, and 6 per cent 
for the year to date as compared with the first 4 
months of 1945. Industrial power consumption in- 
creased 7 per cent in April from March. The steel 
industry operating rate for April was 67 per cent 
of capacity which was a decrease of 20 per cent 
from March. y 


Bulletin of Business Research 7 


May, 1946 ® 
19 37 1939 1941 1943 1945 1946 
(1935-1939= 100) 
| 
Rha, 
420 
380 380 
| 
a 
260 4 280 
2 
lA 
180 180 
TTTTT TT] 500 
60 
DAYTON 
420 A 
MANUFACTURING 
380 PAY ROLLS AA 380 
340 
300 300 
260 
220 NASM 220 
180 ALL INOUS TRIES als 180 
100 | 
34° 
60 
300 
220 220 
180 F act inoustRIEs 180 
100 
60 340 
300 
YOUNGSTOWN 
260 
220 
ALL INDUSTRES 
| PAY_ROLLS 
140 
60 
1937 1939 


Ps 3 
6 | months 
n 1946 
from 
5 1945 
% 
) — 46 
— 51 
3 — 
— 31 
‘ 
) — $1 
— 46 
: — 21 
— 4 
Page 2. 


8 Bulletin of Business Research 


May, 1946 


AUTOMOBILES 


REFRIGERATORS (MECH) 


LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 


VACUUM CLEANERS 


‘SEWING MACHINES 


PASSENGER CAR TIRES 


MEN'S WOOL SUITS 


RADIO SETS 


SHOES 


SHIPMENTS OF CONSUMER GOODS PREWAR AND POSTWAR’ 


Physical Volume of Production 


Physical volume of production in March bounced back 
from the reconversion low in February to a postwar high. 
March industrial production was up about 10 per cent 
from the low of February and was about 4 per cent above 
the 1941 average. The largest increase in production oc- 
curred in the iron and steel industry as a result of the 
settlement of the steel strike. Production in April and 
May as compared with March will probably register some 
losses because of coal shortages. 


Shipments of Consumer Durable Goods 

Radio Sets shipped in March were up to about 1 million, 
an increase of about 33 per cent from February but a de- 
crease of about 9 per cent from the 1940-1941 average. 
While the physical volume of radio sets produced closely 
approximate prewar levels, the distribution of radios pro- 
duced, by type was quite different. In March, about 87 per 
cent were table models while in 1940-1941, only 63 per cent 
were table models. 


SHIPMENTS OF CONSUMER GOODS, PREWAR 
AND POSTWAR 


ONSUMER 


MAR. 46 

AV. MO. ‘4t 
MAR.'46 

AV. MO. 40-4) 
MAR.'46 

AV. MO.'40-41 
MAR.'46 

AV. MO. '40- 41 


MAR.'46 
AV. MOQ. ‘41 


Mechanical Refrigerators shipped in March approximated 
89 thousand, an increase of 42 per cent from February 
shipments but a decrease of about 71 per cent from the 
1940-1941 average shipments. Shortages of tin-mill black 
plate necessary for the production of condensers and short- 
ages of motors have been the retarding factors to larger- 
scale production, 


Alarm Clocks shipped in February totaled about 1.1 mil- 
lion of which about 900 thousand were spring wound and 
about 200 thousand electric. The February shipments were 
more than twice the shipments in January and about 98 
per cent of the average monthly rate of shipments during 
1986-1941. 


SHIPMENTS OF CONSUMER GOODS, UNITED STATES, 


PREWAR AND POSTWAR 
(Thousand Units) 


THOUSANDS 
280 350 


MAR. ‘46 

AV. MO. 
MAR.'46 

AV. MO. 
MAR. "46 

AV. MO. ‘40-41 


MAR. ‘46 


AV. MO. '40 
Source: Accompanying table 


Laundry Machines and Ironers shipped in March totaled 
about 117 thousand, an increase of about 30 per cent from 
February but a decrease of about 26 per cent from the 
1940-1941 average. Bottleneck components such as tubs, 
motors, brass parts, enameling steels and malleable iron 
castings are reportedly responsible for retarding Febru- 
ary and March shipments. 


1 Adapted from the “Monthly Report on Civilian Production,” Civilian 
Produtcion Administration, April, 1946, pp. 22-29. 


Cons Average 1945 1946 
Prewar | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. 
Industrial Prod. . 162 168 161 160 153 169 
Radio Sets.......... 1,100« 50 190 550 760 | 1,000 
Laundry Equip... 158°» 60 95 171 90 117 
Electric Ranges .. 470) 16 
Electric Irons....... 380°) (e) 348 282 308 
Refrigerators Mech. 310) 115 122 128 63 89 
Clocks....... 1,120 700 451} 1,100 
Vacuum 156 75 80 120 120 150 
Sewing Machines . 67) 5 10 12 13 28 
155 129 120 te) 
OF re 34,000 | 40,000 | 35,000 | 35,000 | 40,000 | 42,000 

Automobiles ........ 310 33 27 59 48 
Passenger Car Tires | 4,200 | 38,700 | 3,900 4,800 | 4,600| 5,400 
Men’s Wool Suits... 1,900) 1,200 1,250 1,500 1,600 1,700 


@® Index 1935-1989 — 100. “ Washing machines and ironers. “) Aver- 

Source: Adapted from the “Monthly Report on Civilian Production,” 
Civilian Production Administration, April, 1946, pp. 22-29. 

Shoes of all types produced in March approximated 42 
million pairs, about 2 million pairs more than in February 
and about 7 million pairs more than in January. March 
production was about 8 million pairs above the prewar 
average monthly production in 1940. About 1.3 million 
pairs per month are earmarked from military use and only 
a small per cent of shoe production is going into export 
currently. The high level of production in the shoe indus- 
try is not the result of increased employment but the 
result of increased efficiency in the production process due 
to new technical knowledge developed during the war. 

Automobile Production reached 90 thousand units in 
March compared with 48 thousand in February and 59 
thousand in January. As compared with the average 
monthly rate of production in 1941, March output was 
down about 71 per cent. The relatively low level of pro- 
duction of automobiles suggests the long pull ahead before 
the demand for automobiles can be fulfilled. 

Passenger Car Tire production during January, Febru- 
ary, and March was significantly above the prewar aver- 
age monthly output in 1941. March output reached the 
new high of 5.4 million tires, an 18 per cent rise from 
February and a 29 per cent increase from the monthly 
rate in 1941. Even with these encouraging gains in the 
output of passenger car tires it will. probably be many 
more months before the long-postponed replacements can 
be made. 

Men’s Wool Suits produced climbed to a new postwar 
high of 1.7 million which is only 11 per cent below the 
monthly rate of production in the prewar year 1941. About 
half of the output of suits in 1946 are being produced under 
the low-cost clothing program to retail for about $35 each. 

Sam Arnold. 
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